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EDITORIAL. 


Tue Ninth Annual 28 ye of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust 
has just come to hand and it provides a most interesting s 

of the Trustees’ activities. Notwithstanding what has been said 
in previous reports, it must be clear to everyone that the library 
work of the Trustees, rather than decreasing, 1s assuming an impor- 
tance which is very much greater than has hitherto been con- 
templated. The statistics given in appendix 1 of the Report are 
particularly illuminative, covering the work of twenty-three counties 
and giving figures for maintenance cost in pounds, and the equiva- 
lent rate in pence, total issues, total stock, number of centres, 
number of readers, with total ulation of the area served. We 
hope to review this interesting publication fully in our May issue. 

* * * * 


Librarians will be much interested to know that Professor 
W. H. Adams has kindly consented to provide a foreword for the 
new book on County Rural Libraries, which has been in preparation, 
by Mr. Macleod. The book will be published shortly by Messrs. 
Grafton and Co. The work of Professor Adams in connection with 
formulating a Library Policy for the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trustees will be remembered. In his foreword, from which we take 
the liberty of quoting, Professor Adams says that “‘ he hopes the 
volume may find many friends both in these islands and far over- 
seas. The rural library movement is of growing interest and impor- 
tance in Great Britain and Ireland, but it has made even greater 
progress in the United States, and it concerns deeply the many and 
great states within the British Commonwealth with their pre- 
dominantly rural interests. To help by gathered experience the 
future of this movement is of public service.” Continuing, Profes- 
sor Adams says that he regards the ge py as the potential 
centre of all county community work. is is a very important 
declaration. 

With reference to the above, it should be explained that the 
new work deals very largely with the position of the County Rural 
Library in the county community and surveys all rural educational 
and social activities in counties. The position in America is con- 
sidered, and in this connection Mr. Macleod has been specially 
favoured by certain well-known American Libraries. 


Easter has come and gone, and the excursion arranged by the 
Library Association and Association of Assistant Librarians was 
most successfully carried out, a party of between thirty and forty 


‘ 
* * 
~ 
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members and others having spent a most enjoyable time in Paris. 

The programme was a long one, and, among the sights of more 

—— interest, were visits paid to the Bibliotheque Nationale, 
ibliotheque de L’Arsenal, and the Bibliotheque St. Genevieve. 


The International Congress of Librarians and Booklovers, 
which took place in Paris from the 3rd to the 9th April, was well 
attended by English representatives, and was in every way a most 
successful meeting. 


Lord Crewe, the British Ambassador, was esented at the 
conference by Mr. Ronald Campbell, one of the etaries of the 
Embassy. Previous conferences had been held in 1900 and 1910, 
but this is the first at which book collectors as well as librarians 
were represented. Authors, publishers, printers, and others inter- 
ested in the production of books were also invited. 


* * * * 


An exhibition of bookcraft from its beginnings was held in the 
Pavillon de Marsan at the Louvre, a collection of French works 
from 1870 to the present time could be seen at 27, Rue de Berri ; 
and other exhibitions, including binding, music-printing, and MSS. 
were on view at the same time in different places in the French 


Metropolis. 


Arrangements are now being made for the official exhibition 
of library appliances, services and publications and for exhibits 
by Publishers and Booksellers at the annual meeting of the Library 
Association at Eastbourne, September 17th-21st Accommodation 
for the Exhibition has been secured in the Saffrons Rooms, opposite 
poli Saas where all the meetings and indoor gatherings are 
to > 


The question of graded salaries for library assistants is again 
being raised by the American Library Association, the figures 
being based upon a report of the Salaries Committee covering 
comparative salaries in public libraries, salaries paid to graduates 
from library schools in 1921 and 1922, budgets of assistants in 
representative libraries, and a comparison between school and 
library salaries. A library assistant with a college education and 
one _ of training in library school should receive on this basis 
not less than $1,620 a year as a beginning salary; an assistant 
with less than a full college education and with one year of training 
in library should receive not less than $1,380 as a beginning salary ; 
and an assistant with only a high school education and one year of 
training in a library training class (with courses of instruction 
which approximate those of library school) should receive a begin- 
ning salary of not less than $1,200 a year. Higher minimum salaries 
should prevail in cities where the cost of living is above the average 
and in positions demanding considerable responsibility. 
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PRINCIPLES OF CLASSIFICATION.* 


Tue different branches of human knowledge form a chain, all the 
links of which are mutually connected together ; every part of 
this great chain ought to harmonize with that which precedes it, 
and with that which follows it. In a system of bibliography, or of 
classification for a library, it has been observed, that the grand 
objects of attention are to divide and sub-divide into different 
classes all those works which contain the objects of our knowledge : 
each primary class is to be considered as a trunk or stem, pour 
meet ey boughs, and leaves. The difficulty to be surmounted, 
in establishing the proper and requisite order among these different 
ts, is: 
a 1.—To fix the rank which the primary classes ought to hold 
among themselves; and 

2.—To refer to each of them ot a number of branches, 

boughs and leaves which belong to it. 

One advantage to be derived from these divisions and sub- 
divisions is that of finding with ease the books we search for in an 
extensive library, or in a catalogue; and of knowing readily the 
best book on the subject which we are studying, or concerning which 
information is required.t 

In these general principles all bibliographers are agreed, th 
almost every one has varied in the different modes in which 
has applied them. 

What pretensions to excellence above the various biblio- 
graphical systems now extant the following essay may possess 
the candid bibliographer alone can appreciate. 

Engaged some years since in an arduous undertaking, the 
classification of the Harleian MSS.t for the catalogue of that library, 
the author of the present system was led attentively to study the 
connections and dependencies of the great chain of human know- 
ledge. At the period referred to he was unacquainted with any 
bibliographical systems except that of M. De Bure, and the very 
minute method pursued in the Bibliotheca Bunaviana for a catalogue 
of Count Bunau’s Library. In the prosecution of his design he 
traced the outlines of the present plan, which he afterwards simpli- 
fied, and though it differs from most modern systems he ventures 
to hope it will be found to combine the two important requisites 
of conveniency of reference and simplicity of arrangement. 

The author proceeds to elaborate his classification, commencing 
with Bibliography and continuing with the four primary faculties 
or classes of Theology, Philosophy, History, and Literature. 

Bibliography can only be regarded as an introduction to the 
knowledge of books; and without such knowledge it is obvious 


* From T. H. Horne’s Introduction to the Study of Bibliography, 1814. 
t Essai de Bibliographie, in Cailleau’s Dict. Bibliograp , tom. iii., 

. 505. 
. t This classed catalogue of MSS. (with the indexes of names of persons 
and places) forms the fourth volume of the 0: of the Harleian Manu- 
scripts in the British Musewm, Fol. 1812. Some alterations have been intro- 
duced in this arrangement, which further consideration suggested to the author 
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that no well-selected library can be formed. Bibliography, there- 
fore, claims to itself the first place as an introduction to a system 
of classification for an extensive collection of books. 
1.—Literary History first demands the attention of the biblio- 
79 student ; previously to acquiring the knowledge of books, 
t is desirable to have an idea of the history of the subjects they 
discuss, and of the authors who have composed them. It is the 
= means by which we can perfectly apprehend the spirit of 
writer, derive real advantage from his labours, and properly 
appreciate books. 
2.—Bibliography, or Elementary Bibliography, considers books 
with regard to the material of which they are composed, and also 
with respect to their authors, the age when these wrote and flour- 
ished, their characters and qualifications, and the choice of editions, 
their forms, etc., etc. 
3.—General Bibliography (as we have already had occasion 
frequently to observe) is, in strict language, a science, which con- 
sists in the knowledge of books, of their different editions and 
degrees of rarity and curiosity, their real and reputed value, and 
the ranks which they ought respectively to hold in a system of 
classification. 
4.—Professional, or (more correctly) Special Bibliography, -has 
reference only to one class of books, and comprehends every work 
published on the subject of which it treats, while General Biblio- 
gtaphy makes a selection from among these same works, chooses 
what is best from each kind, and forms from them a whole of greater 
or less extent. Special Bibliographies may be disposed either 
alphabetically or systematically; where the latter method is 
preferred, either the common arrangement must be pursued or 
such other mode as the bibliographer may deem to be the most 


eligible. 


A NEW TYPOGRAPHICAL GAZETTEER. 
By R. A. PEDDIE. 


I HAVE been collecting material for many years for a new gazetteer 
of printing which will include all the forms of place names exactly 
as they appear on title-pages, together with the date of the intro- 
duction of printing into each town. This is now almost ready for 
press, and the specimen shown below, which includes all the entries 
under the letter I, is printed for the purpose of inviting criticism 
as to the style of entry proposed. It includes only European places 
and the main entry is under the ordinary vernacular oun of the 


name. This main entry gives, in addition, the province or 
county and the country, followed by the date of the introduction 
of printing and an abbreviation indicating the source of the infor- 
mation. All the other entries are cross-references from other 
forms of the place name taken from title-pages. 
I shall be very glad to receive any comments on this specimen, 
and especially to hear from other workers in the same field. 


(Hebr.} S. [?] Ipres—Y pres. 
t. Germ. 1695. S. Ipris—Ypres. 
Idle. Yks., Eng. 1829. SB. Ipris Flandrorum—Ypres. 
Idstein. Pruss.,Germ. 1713. S. —s Suff., Eng. (? 1534), 1547, 


Ienae—Jena. 

Iesi. It. 1472. P; F. Irache caeaets. . 1608. S, 
Iglesias. Sard. 1887. F, Irenopoli. D. [false). 

ij Iran. Sp. 1751. GdC. 


Ypres. 
eld. Pruss., Germ, 1708. D. Irufiean—Pamplona. 
Ilfracombe. Dev., Eng. c. 1880.SB. Irufieco Libruguille—Pamplona, 


Ilerdae—Lerida. Irvine. Scotl. 1830. SB. 
Ilminster. Som., Eng. 1780. AP. Isafirdi—Isafjérdur. 
Immola—Imola. Isafjérdur. Icel. 1887. CI. 
Imola. It. 1586. F. Iscae Dunmoniorum—Exeter. 
Inbherneis—Inverness. Isenaci—Eisenach. 
Inbhirgordon— Inve: on. Isernia. It. 1644, F. 
Ince-in-Makerfield. Lancs., Eng. Isigny. Fr. 1841. AIL. 

1878. WPL. Isla de Leon. Sp. [? 1788). 1795, 
Inerneis—Inverness. Gd, C. 
Ingihoul. Belg. 1796. C, Islebiae—Eisleben. 
Ingolstadii—Ingolstadt. Isle—Jourdain (L’). Fr. 1813, AIL, 
Ingolstadt. Germ. 1487. P. Islington. Midd., Eng. 1748. AP. 
Ingouville. Fr. 1841. AIL. Isnaci—Eisenach. 
Ingrande. Fr. 1883 [private]. LBV. Isnae—Isny. 
Innerneis—lInverness. Isnae in Algavia—Isny. 
Innishannon. Irel. 1817. DI. Isny. Wirt., Germ. 1532. S. 
Innoirnish—Inverness. Isola della Scala. It. 1890. F. 
Innsbruck. Tyrol. 1548. S, Issoire. Fr. 1841. AIL. 
Insulis—Lille. Issoudun. Fr. 1813. AIL. 
Intra. [? 1812]. 1886. F. Itzstein—Idstein. 
Invergordon. Scot. 1872. MSG. Iutreboci—Jiiterbog. 
Inverness. Scot. 1774. MS. Ivrea. It. 1554. F. 
Invernis—Inverness. Ivry-sur-Seine. Fr. 1763, [? false]. D. 
Iper—Ypres. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


My Dear ALPHA, 
Your letter delighted me. 
In AFTER THE DEATH—aS USvAL ! 


Way is it that our professional Chartered Body, to which librarians 
and the public alike naturally look for guidance on matters affecti 
Libraries, must always be prodded before it will make a move 
any sort or initiate any kind of policy? Last month you com- 
mented on a meeting or conference called by the Library Associa- 
tion (acting on a prod from the Association of Assistant Librarians) 
to discuss the formulation of a policy for the government of the 
libraries of London and the Home Counties. Once again, as it turns 
out, the L.A. has arrived after the event, because the Royal Com- 
mission on London Government has now issued its report. That 
the library system has not been dealt with in that — does not 
alter the fact that as a professional body we had no defined policy 
whatsoever with which to oppose or support any action taken by 
the Royal Commission. 

In a way “it’s a sort of compliment” (of the back-handed 
variety) that the London library system in general has been ignored. 
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Is it because our Metropolitan libraries are so perfect that no 
improvement could be ted from any e in administration 
or supervision? (Cheers!) Or is it that they form so insignificant 
a part of the public service as to be unworthy of serious considera- 
tion? (Opposition cheers !) If the payers of local rates in London 
were told that they are paying a quarter of a million pounds yearly 
(as happens to be the case) for municipal libraries, then they and 
their representatives on public bodies might take a little more 
interest. It is true that this sum is a small one when the population 
and value of the area is considered ; and it is true that in many 
parts of the area the public are getting full value for their money, 
whereas in other parts they are not. But it is equally true that our 
municipal libraries form an important public service that is worthy 
of the attention of both private individuals and Royal Com- 


missioners. 
Fioceinc A Dos. 


After having been buried more or less decently for a number of 
— the corpse of our old friend, REGISTRATION, has been exhumed 
yy our latter-day resurrectionists. I shall be interested to see 
what new life they can breath into it. Those who are neither too 
young nor too old to remember the Dp “ Registration ” 
wrangle know that one fact emerged with sinister clearness 
from the fog of enthusiasms and hopes. That fact remains as clear 
to-day as it was then. To make a register effective it must have 
legal recognition, and this legal recognition can only be obtained if 
the Register is for the protection of the public. If the various — 
Registers are brought to mind, it will be found that every one o' 
them, from solicitors and doctors to plumbers and dentists, exists 
for the purpose of preventing the unqualified man or woman from 
— some damage to the person or property of a member of the 

public. 

KEEP OFF THE Grass ! 

It has not been advanced by any of the supporters of this 
Registration revival that their Register is to perform any such 
function. On the contrary, it is intended for the protection of 
librarians against outsiders, that is, against the public. So much 
for the suggested new Register. 


A GLEAM OF Hope. 

The classification of the membership of the Library Association 
into Fellows, Members and Associates was the outcome of the 
previous Registration discussion, and it (or a similar classification 
extended to all professional librarians in the country) is the only 
practicable Register. It is, however, useless to arrange a set of 
names on sheets of paper and then to sit down and expect some 
divine power to transform the result into an effective professional 
saat. What then has to be undertaken is the education of 

blic opinion to an appreciation of the meaning of such a register. 
Fin this — the present revival of interest in the subject may 
have its only possible useful result in calling attention to the vital 
necessity of = work). It is undoubtedly the case that an 
unqualified li arian may do as serious damage to the public as an 
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unqualified doctor or plumber, but as the damage is neither physical 
nor material, it is difficult for the public to realize that any damage 
is being done. ; 

A REAL REGISTER. 

That, then, is our task: to educate public opinion until it 
realizes that the employment of an unqualified librarian is, bad 
business. When that is accomplished, our present Register (or its 
successor on similar lines) will be a real Register, protecting both 
the public and ourselves. And when that time comes, librarianship 
will be established on a firm professional basis, instead of on the 
wobbly mixture of hard sterling work and flabby pretence upon 
which it stands to-day. 

Is THE F.L.A. DooMED ? 

As is well known, the L.A. has decided not to accept candidates 
for its professional examinations unless they have a recognised 
examination of Matriculation standard. With the opinions under- 
lying this regulation I have every sympathy, but I am a little 
anxious about its result in practice. Only a very small percentage 
of junior assistants in municipal libraries will be eligible to sit for 
the examinations under this condition, and though I deplore this 
and hope for better things in the future, the immediate result will 
be that the greater number of junior assistants will be debarred 
from obtaining the sectional certificates. A more distant result 
may be that as very few can qualify for the Diploma, the Fellowship 
of the L.A. will fade away and gradually die. It is a point upon 
which I should like librarians to express their opinions. Might 
it not be better to fix an educational standard graduated in increas- 
ing difficulty over a number of years in order to attain the same 
result more gradually ? 

I hope your opinion on this agrees with mine. BETA. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 

writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 


PUBLICITY PAPERS 
By THE AUTHOR OF “ LIBRARY ADVERTISING.” 
LOCAL PUBLICITY: BOOK-MARKS. 

As a medium for keeping the Public Library before the families 
of every borrower the use of Book-marks is worth consideration. 
In addition to this the Book marks serve the obvious p 

of preventing damage by turned-down leaves, and also the placing 
of all kinds of objects in books as page-finders. The book-marks 
used in various libraries differ considerably—some have the 
minimum of wording, others a considerable amount of matter. 
One library has merely the slogan: ‘‘ The Public Library exists 
for the Public Service,” and a statement that all ratepayers and 
residents are entitled to borrow books. There is also an impress of 
the city arms and the name of the Library. The rest of the space 
is devoted to advertisements. These book-marks are supplied 
free by a local advertising contractor in return for the proceeds 
from the o ads.”’ 
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A novel book-mark is that issued at Westhoughton, devised 
by Mr. J. C. Scott. This is here reproduced, and speaks for itself. 
A similar type of book-mark is issued at Croydon, we understand. 
Here, also, Mr. Sayers has hit upon the novel idea of duplicating a 
series of little book-marks, which are issued by the thousand in 
the junior libraries. We believe that this innovation stands to the 
credit of Croydon. Anyway, we have not seen the idea in operation 
elsewhere. The home-manufactured article suggests unlimited 
possibilities. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY. ... 


1 AM Opportunity. 
1 AM the Continuation School 
for all. 


1 AM the Storehouse of 
Knowledge in this Town. 

1 AM su by the 
people for the people. 

1 HAVE Books for all tastes, 
and needs, and creeds. 

f AM free to the public to 
profit from, and enjoy. 

1 OFFER you the - 
tunity to know all 
is to know about your 
work, 

1 AM in the care of attendants 
whose duty it is to help 
you to profit from me. 

1 OPEN my doors as a Great 
Public Mental Recrea- 
tion Ground for your 
leisure hours. 


BLIC LIBRARY 


CROYDON JUNIOR 
LIBRARY. 
To the Boy or Girl who is using 
the Lending Library : 
Do = come to the LIBRARY 
? 


They are held every TUESDAY 
at 6 p.m. 


Most of them have Lantern 
Slides to illustrate them. 
Ask your Librarian for a Pro- 

gramme. 


If you love books you love 
stories. 


Then : 
Do you come to the STORY 
HOURS ? 


= are held in the Junior 

i on Mondays and 
Th ys. 

The Story-Teller will be there at 
6 o'clock. 

The Librarian would like YOU 
to come next time. 


As the major portion of our space this week is necessarily 
taken up with the reproduction of these various issues the text 
must be limited There will be just space enough, however, te 
refer to a trite remark from the bearded Aristonymus, who wrote : 
“* Don’t you think that much of our publicity is rather obvious ? ” 
This is decidedly promising! For many years it has not been 


evident—now it is “ rather obvious.” A little more encouragement, 
= y (or young) Aristonymous, and we shall progress still 
er 
‘The Library Association Publicity pamphlets—second issue— 
are now ready. These are headed “ Public Libraries and the 


HOLMES. 


Messrs. W. & R. HOLMES, 
of Dunlop Street, Glasgow, 


and 


Yorkshire Street, Rochdale, 
give service through their 


Library Department in all 
parts of the British Isles. 


3-11 DUNLOP ST., GLASGOW, 
and at 95 YORKSHIRE ST., ROCHDALE. 


COPTIC GRADE INDEX CARDS 


1,000 Ruled Form 1, Punched any Style 
5,000 

10,000 

25,000 

50,000 

100,000 


Stocked in the following colours :— 


- 9/9 1,000 
- 8 ,, 
9/5 ” 
- 8 ,, 
9/- ” 
- 39 , 


Waite, Brive, Pink, GREEN, SALMON, AND BuFF. 


Samples on application. 


GRAFTON & Co,, 7 &8 Coptic St., London,W.C.1. 
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e,” and contain statements from Viscount Haldane, Sir Arthur 
iller-Couch, Sir Gilbert Parker, Sir Hall Caine, Sir Owen Seaman, 
e Archbishop of Canterbury, Viscount Burnham, Mr. Gordon 
Selfridge, Mr. 4. R. Clynes, Mr. Harold Begbie, and Mr. Richard 
— The ——— are of great value in both national and local 
publicity work. The cost of the pamphlets is {1 per thousand, 
and may be ordered from the Hon. eee. of the L.A., Public Library, 
Westminster, or direct from the Hon. Sec. of the Publicity 
Committee, Public Library, Nottingham. 


LIBRARY NEWS 
[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 

Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 

a = other local items of general interest are particularly 

welcome. 

AN important development in the BirMINGHAM Public Libraries 
has been effected by the establishment in a separate department of 
a Technical Library in Ratcliff Place. 

The Technical Library will be shelved up to 7ft. 6ins. high, 
so that all books will be within reach, and technical literature will 
be available without any formality. That is to say, the open access 
system will be introduced in an unrestricted form. Accommodation 
will be provided for about 50 readers, space for between 5,000 and 
6,000 volumes will be found, and there will be a new catalogue to 
guide readers to the shelves. The shelf space is insufficient for all 
the technical literature at present available, but it is proposed to 
put in the library only the latest material. The older vclumes, 
many of which have chiefly an historical value, will remain in the 
reference library. 

“* My own belief and hope,” said Mr. Powell, to a representative 
of the Birmingham Post, “is that the Technical Library will soon 
exceed its present dimensions. I think it will be so much appre- 
ciated in a great industrial city like this that the accommodation 
will speedily be stressed.” 

EDMONTON, the capital city of Alberta, will open its new Public 
Library during the summer of this year. The building is of cream- 
coloured brick with white stone facings, the style of architecture 
that most approved by library authorities on this continent. The 
cost will be $150,000, of which $112,500 has been granted by the 
Carnegie “4 and the remaining $37,500 by the City of 
Edmonton. e library was opened in 1913, and has carried on in 
temporary quarters since that time. Edmonton has also one 
branch library and five deposit stations. The total circulation 
for 1922 was 354,314. 

THE GATESHEAD Council has agreed to accept the grant of 
£16,500 from the Carnegie Trustees, and hope to proceed with the 
building of the new library forthwith. 

The application to the Carnegie Trustees for a t was made 
in 1914, the outcome being a promise of £15,000, according to 
certain conditions. When the architect presented his plans it was 
found that the estimated cost of the building was much larger than 
the p romised grant, and the Committee decided to wait until 


prices were more favourable. 
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Ex-Mayor, Town Clerk, Borough 
has had a further interview with the Secretary of the Trust, which 
has resulted in an increase of £1,500 on the original grant. The 
grant is so much below the estimated cost of the building that it is 
only possible to build part of the library at the present time, and 
leave part to be erected at some future date. The reduced buildi 
will give accommodation for excellent lending, reference, 
juvenile open access libraries and a reading room, all arranged 
or the most up-to-date methods of working. The portion of the 
original plan which will have to wait until such time as the extension 
is made contains the Juvenile Reading Room, Administrative 
Rooms, and a small room which could be used for meetings. The 
reduction is unfortunate because good administrative rooms for 
Librarian and staff are essential to the easy running of the lib ; 
adequate accommodation for the children is fully recognised to be 


The SUNDERLAND Public Libraries have issued a four- 
list of ‘‘ Quick Reference Books for Business Men,” which it is 
intended should be pinned up in the various offices in the district, 
when it will act as a reminder of the value of the library to the 
business man. 

An exhibition of Etchings, Mezzotints, Stipple and Crayon 
Engravings, Aquatints and Lithographs, kindly lent to the Com- 
mittee by the Trustees of the British Museum, will be held this 
month at the SUNDERLAND Public Art Gallery, Museum and 
Libraries. 

WARRINGTON : Extension of Library F acilities.—Several impor- 
tant improvements have recently been effected in the library system 
of Warrington, consequent upon the great and increasing use made 
of the Institution. 

Early in February, the contents of the then existing a 
and periodical room were permanently transferred to a large hall in 
the centre of the town, and the range of both newspapers and 
periodicals considerably supplemented. 

Children’s Department.—The popularity and use of this depart- 
ment has increased to an enormous extent during the last two 
a. The total issues for the year of 1920-1921 were over 23,000, 
or 1921-1922 over 36,000, while it is expected that the total will 
exceed 45,000 during the present year. The space now afforded 
by the transference of the newspaper and periodical department 
will be utilised for the extension of present juvenile accommoda- 
tion ; alterations are in progress, and it is hoped not only to increase 
= stock to 10,000 velunes but also to provide School Delivery 

tions. 


PERSONAL 

Mr. H. W. Moore, Assistant-in-Charge, Reference Library, Fulham, 

has been appointed Librarian-in ge, Manningham Branch 
Library, Bradford. 

Miss Marjorie N. Harris, daughter of Mr. William J. Harris, 

Chief Librarian of Islington, has been appointed an Assistant 

Librarian in the Borough of Bethnal Green. 
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OBITUARY 
WE regret to announce the death of Alderman Henry Martin, J.P., 
_ t. Helens, which occurred on February 17th, at the age of 

1 years. 

* phtowesees Martin was elected president of the North-Western 
Branch of the Library Association in January of last year, and his 
last public duty was to attend in that capacity the annual meeting 
of the branch held at Accrington on January 3lst last. 

Alderman Martin’s long association with the municipal life of 

St. Helen's extended over a period of thirty-five years, during which 

he was a member of the Libraries Committee, and since 1909 had 

held the office of Chairman. He was a member of all the important 

ey rag of the Corporation, and had held the office of Mayor 
ve times. 


LIBRARY REPORTS 
Corey (Borough). Twenty-third Annual Report, Dec., 1921, 
to Dec., 1922. Librarian, Albert Singleton. Population, 31,220. 
Income (from rates, £1,176), £1,278. Expenditure: Salaries 
and Wages, £547; Books, Periodicals, and Binding, £275; 
Heating, Lighting, and Cleaning, £71; Painting and Repairs, 
£86. Stock : Lending, 9,293 ; Reference, 3,792 ; School Libraries, 
813. Issues: Lending, 54,956; Reference, 1,884; Boys’ Read- 
ing Room, 3,799 ; School Libraries (5 months), 10,576. 

As is natural in the case of a well-organised library which is maintaining 
a very satisfactory and steady issue increase from year to year, there is no 
special comment to be made on this report. The feature of the year’s work 
has been the inauguration of a system of school libraries, initiated with a 
stock of 813 volumes, of which 26 per cent. were non-fiction, distributed 
among twelve schools. The issues are so large that further development 
depends only upon the considerable augmentation of the stock. It is inter- 
esting to note that of the borrowers from the school libraries only 18 per cent. 
had previously used the library system, which indicates the value of school 
collections in widening the range of library activities. 

Kent County Liprary. First Annual Report, Nov., 1921-1922. 

This report, which is rather a chatty account of the work done than a 

in the usual meaning of the word, lacks any mention of finance and 
any information as to the stock beyond the mere mention that this has been 
increased to 10,000 vols. Only 3.5 per cent. of the population are served and 
these accounted for 22,556 issues during the year. It is quite a good beginning 
—but it is only a beginning. We do not wish to minimise the work of the 
librarian, yet cannot fail to express the opinion that the scheme has been 
initiated on lines which are altogether too meagre to be of real value. 
It reminds us of the Irishman who intended to build a house but constructed 
the pigsty first. As he put the pigsty in the middle of his plot the house had 
either to be built round the sty, which was very undesirable, or the pigsty had 
to be pulled down. 

Even presuming that each year will see the same number of new centres 
set up in Kent it will be thirty years before the whole ground is covered. The 
rural library problem is a big one, and it is useless to nibble at it like this. The 
work recorded in this report is sufficient to prove the urgent need for adequate 
library facilities, and so far as the librarian’s work is concerned there can be 
no doubt that the scheme is being well administered. A serious study has 
been made of the real requirements of a population, the intellectual standard 
of which is below that of the towns where, moreover, the student and the 
"8 a ” being brought together can counterbalance better the lower 
tastes of the semi-educated. And the only complaint of the local librarians 
is that they have more requests than they have books. Our quarrel is only 
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with the Kent County Council—the librarian and her local deputies will be 
quite able to develop the system on adequate lines if they are given the 


opportunity. 

Montrose (Burgh). Seventeenth Annual Report for the 
ended August 3lst, 1922. County Librarian: James Christison. 
Stock : Lending, 16,523; Reference, 2,843 ; Local, 852. Issues : 
Income (from 2d. rate, {510), £688. Expendi- 
ture: Salaries, {212; Books, Magazines and Newspapers, {59 ; 
Cleaning, Fuel, Lighting, etc., £154. 

We have often wondered whether the joke about the Scotchman and the 

“ bawbee ’ had any foundation, but now, at any rate, we need have no 
doubt as to the Scotchman’s ability to make his “‘ bawbee ” go a terribly long 
way. This report is an amazing document, and one which incidentally speaks 
very creditably of the work of the librarian, whose ability to issue 
90,000 volumes with only such staff as can be provided for £200 is truly remark- 
able. Furthermore, at a cost of £32 16s. 2d. no fewer than 625 new books 
were added—besides an unstated quantity of magazines. How is it done ? 
We presume that as Mr. Christison is also county librarian his salary from the 
borough will only be for part time services; but even if they paid him nothing 
the total sum for salaries is a ridiculous one. In fact, the only item on the 
balance sheet which seems at all reasonable is that for taxes and rates— 
£67 8s.6d. However, the staff at Montrose enjoy the pleasure of doing 
good work well for its own sake, and the people of Montrose enjoy the facilities 
of what must surely be the most cheaply-run library in Great Britain—-so it is 
not for us to complain, but rather to record our wonder and admiration. 


Port ELIZABETH PusLic Liprary. Seventy-fourth Annual Report. 

The Committee are pleased to record that the demands made on the 
Library continue to grow, and that during the past year the use made of the 
Institution was greater than in any preceding year. Not only have more books 
been borrowed for home reading, but the use of books for reference purposes 
has greatly increased. As it is the policy of the Library to enlist the co-opera- 
tion of its readers in the purchase of books, many books are added each year 
at the suggestion of individual readers, thus every branch of literature is 
represented, but more especially those sections dealing with the trade and 
industries of the City, so that, no matter what a person’s walk in life may be, 
the Library contains books which will help him to do better work, and to 
enlarge his opportunity and outlook. 

During the year 1,333 volumes have been added to stock, which now 
totals 51,414; 361 withdrawn for various reasons and 272 worn-out books 
have been replaced by new copies. 

The number of books issued during the year shows an increase of 4,209, 
being 156,010 as against 151,801 of last year. The percentage of works of 
fiction remains the same, namely, 88 per cent. 


PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Mudge (Isadore Gilbert) NEw GuIDE TO REFERENCE Books. Based 
on the third edition of Guide to the Study and Use of Reference 
Books, by Alice Bertha Kroeger, as revised by I. G. Mudge. 
Sm. 4to, pp. 10, 278. Chicago: American Library Association. 
(London: Grafton and Co.). 1923. 15s. net. 

The librarian and the (expert) reader have long found Kroeger’s Reference 
Books a most useful work. For quick reference to the best national Ency- 
clopedia, the dictionary of biography, or the year book of a special subject 
it has been invaluable. In its new edition, and with a new name, it will without 
doubt carry on the same good work and earn many blessings from over- 
worked readers and librarians in reference libraries. 

It has been suggested that the work is too American for English libraries. 
This is hardly a fair criticism, and is due to the fact that more reference books 
are published in America than there are in this country. As a general rule 
where an English reference book exists it will be found mentioned. This 
edition is printed in the same clear manner as heretofore, but the proofs have 
been rather carelessly read. On p. 55, for instance, the last paragraph of col. 1 
belong to col. 2, and vice versa. 
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REVIEWS 


GATESHEAD Pustic Liprary. A classified list of music and musical 
literature. 32 pp. Sm. 8vo. 1923. 


STEPNEY Pustic Provisional List of books on music 
in the lending and reference departments, together with vocal 
and instrumental scores. 16 pp. 8vo. October, 1922. 


The publication, within a few months, of two catalogues of musical 
collections is surely evidence of the great and increasing appreciation of, and 
demand for, this branch of our work—a provision which not so many years ago 
was regarded by many as quite outside our province. In 1893—only thirty 
years ago—Mr. J. D. Brown remarked that ‘‘there are still librarians who 
deny the claims of music in any form to representation in Public Libraries.” 
But, fortunately, times and opinions change, so that now these two music 
collections can be regarded not as exceptional but as good examples of the 
work done in many towns to meet the public demand for good music. And, 
indeed, both of these lists will answer very emphatically any question as to 
the quality of the music issued. Naturally, musical comedies and popular 
works of other types are well represented in both lists, but the proportion in 
which the masterpieces are found is much in advance of that of any other 
subject in the whole field of library provision. It is a remarkable feature of 
the work of the music library that the quality of the issues is very high, for 
no one with experience will doubt that the classics which figure so largely in 
both these lists are used as much as the other works. 

Neither of these musical libraries can, of course, claim any measure of 
completeness, but both are thoroughly representative and clearly have been 
built up in accordance with a distinct appreciation of the special requirements 
of the music-loving public. The Stepney collection is the larger, and is especiall 
strong in pianoforte music (which should be the strongest section in all Libraries) 
and in operatic music (which again, because of its location in the metropolis, 
is entirely desirable). Neither quite meet a reasonable demand for the better 

of solo vocal music, but otherwise no complaint can be made as to the 
balance of the collections. The Chorley list is a particularly neat and handy 
blication, though the allocation of the works to the different classified 
eadings is not quite so accurate in many cases as it might have been. The 
attempt to overclassify the music (e.g., that for pianoforte) is largely respon- 
sible for this. It is impossible and quite unnecessary to divide pianoforte 
music into such headings as “‘ Nocturnes, etc.,”” “‘ Dance forms, etc.’’ Under 
the first of these, in the Chorley list, we find jumbled together all sorts and 
conditions of music, about five per cent. of which could be described as “night 
music,”” and including much which should belong to the second heading. 
But this fault is the fault of the classification schemes, e.g., Dewey, whose 
786 sections is a splendid example of over-classification gone mad, and does not 
take away in any measure from the value of the catalogues. The days of 
haphazard collections of gifts and bound sheet music are clearly giving place 
to those of understanding selection and high standards of taste on the part 
both of librarian and public. L. R. McC. 


CATALOGUE OF FICTION, JUVENILE FICTION AND CHILDREN’S 
Books (non-fictional) in the Central Library, Lewisham. Price 
4d. 9} by 4}ins. March, 1923. 

This is an excellent short title author catalogue for use with the indicators 
Conciseness, with consequent portability and facility in reference, has been 
aimed at in its production, and the types, methods and forms employed 
have been adopted with that end in view. In Section III. there has been 
catalogued, in fairly broad subject-classes, a specially-made and unusually 
full collection of those books addressed to children of ages up to sixteen years, 
which by their matter or manner step beyond the line of juvenile fiction as 
the term is usually understood. The catalogue contains pages, the first 
two sections being printed in double columns. 
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Sears (Minnie Earl, Ed.) List or Susject HEADINGS FoR SMALL 
Lipraries. Compiled from lists used in nine representative 
small libraries. pp. 12, 184. New York: H.W. Wilson Co. Lon- 
don: Grafton and Co. 1923. 9s. net. 

A practical work co-ordina for other libraries the actual practice 
nine small American libraries. The two great lists of subject-headings, those 
Association are considered too ee ee ee and this 
has been prepared in response to a repeated demand 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Ogden (C. K.) and Richards (I. A.) THE MEANING OF MEANING. A 
Study of the Influence of Language upon Thought and of the 
Science of Symbolism. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xxxi., 544. Kegan 
Paul, 1923. 12s. 6d. net. 


Hassler (Harriet E.) and Scott (Carrie E.) GRADED List oF StorIES 
TO TELL OR READ ALoup. Papers covers, pp. 39. Bibliography 
(American Library Association.) Grafton and Co., 1923. 2s. net. 


Booktist Books, 1922. A Selection. pp. 88. Bibliography. 
(American Library Association), 1923. Grafton and Co. 1s. 6d. net. 


Quigley and Wead. A List or SERIES AND SEQUELS FOR JUVENILE 
READERS. Useful Reference Series, No. 27. Cloth, pp. 63. 
(Faxon Co., Boston), 1923. Grafton and Co. 7s. 6d. net. 


Kaiser. SHAKESPEAREAN ORACLES. Useful Reference Series, No. 
29. Cloth, pp. 142. (Faxon Co., Boston), 1923. Grafton and Co. 
10s. 6d. net. 


Tue LiprRARY ASSOCIATION REcoRD. March, 1923. Vol 1, new 
series, No. 1. Published for the Library Association by Grafton 
and Co. 10s. 6d. net. 


Contains obituaries of Thomas W. Lyster and John Ambrose Feist, also 
articles on Sir Christopher Wren, ‘‘ On Music Libraries,” and “‘ The Adolescent 
and the Public Library.” 


CASSELL’S CHILDREN’S BooK oF KNOWLEDGE, Parts XIV. and XV. 
(edited by Harold F. B. Wheeler). An entirely new work. 4to, 
coloured wrappers, fully illustrated. Price 1s. 3d. net per part. 


THE PAGEANT OF Nature. British Wild Life and its Wonders. 
An entirely new work, edited by P. Chalmers Mitchell, D.Sc., 
LL.D., F.R.S., C.B.E. 4to, coloured wrappers. With over 
2,000 illustrations in colour, photogravure, and half tone. Com- 
plete in about 36 fortnightly parts. Parts I., II., and IIL., 1s. 3d. 
net per part. 

The Pageant is a work of great value to the student, the teacher, and the 
men and women to whom it beckons, to come from the streets out into the 
woods and bypaths. In its pages the wonders and beauties of Nature are 
interpreted, described and illustrated with a lucidity and fullness of revelation 
that will astonish even the most ardent Nature lovers. 
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AUTUMN LIBRARY SCHOOL IN GLASGOW. 


Tue date of the Library Course to be held in Glasgow has now 
been fixed for the week commencing October Ist. In view of the 
success of last year’s course, it was proposed to proceed on similar 
lines this year ; but, having d to the curtailment of the summer 
school facilities which have been available hitherto, the Council 
of the Scottish Library Association wish it to be known that, 
should sufficient demand be indicated, the scope of the Glasgow 
Course will be extended to a degree which, it is believed, may 
make it attractive to students outside Scotland. 

Glasgow has all the features necessary for a short-term school. 
Its public library service—embracing the Mitchell Library, the 
Commercial and Patents Library, and the extensive system of 
District Libraries—its University and Technical College Libraries, 
with the historical and scenic interest of its surroundings, combine 
to make it a highly suitable venue. 

A cordial invitation is extended to all engaged in library work 
—whether members of the Scottish Library Association or not— 
and it is suggested that those interested in the proposal should 
communicate at once with the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Edgar H. 
Parsons, Stirling’s Library, Glasgow. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
The Editor, Library World. 

Mr. Douglas Sladen, the well-known author and traveller, who 
has recently presented his entire library of over 10,000 volumes to 
the Richmond Public Library, has placed in my hands a number 
of copies of some of his works for presentation to libraries. They 
are mostly his poetical works. 

Librarians desiring to have copies of all or any of these volumes 
should make application to the undersigned. Applications will be 
dealt with in rotation, and the books despatched by Carter Paterson, 
carriage forward. 

If additional copies would be acceptable for branch libraries 
this fact should be stated. 

The volumes for disposal are :— 

Australian Lyrics. Melbourne, 1883. 

Australian Lyrics. Second Edition. London, 1885. 

Edward, the Black Prince. 1886. 

In Cornwall and Across the Sea. London, 1885. 

The Green Book of London Society. London, 1910. 

Lester the Loyalist. Tokio, 1890. 

London and its Leaders. London, 1902. 

Poetry of Exiles and other poems. Sydney, 1883. 

Poetry q Exiles and other poems. ond Edition. London, 

1885. 
A Summer Christmas. London, 1884. 
Yours, etc., 
Public Library, A. Cecit PIPER, 
Richmond, Surrey. Librarian and Secretary. 
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